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Description / Abstract

This article presents an overview of the Schwartz theory of basic human values. It discusses
the nature of values and spells out the features that are common to all values and what
distinguishes one value from another. The theory identifies ten basic personal values that
are recognized across cultures and explains where they come from. At the heart of the
theory is the idea that values form a circular structure that reflects the motivations each
value expresses. This circular structure, that captures the conflicts and compatibility among
the ten values is apparently culturally universal. The article elucidates the psychological
principles that give rise to it. Next, it presents the two major methods developed to
measure the basic values, the Schwartz Value Survey and the Portrait Values
Questionnaire. Findings from 82 countries, based on these and other methods, provide
evidence for the validity of the theory across cultures. The findings reveal substantial
differences in the value priorities of individuals. Surprisingly, however, the average value
priorities of most societal groups exhibit a similar hierarchical order whose existence the
article explains. The last section of the article clarifies how values differ from other
concepts used to explain behaviour—attitudes, beliefs, norms, and traits.
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